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Part 1 For Decision – Item No. 

 

REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR PLACE 

 

TO  
 

PROPERTY/REGENERATION BRIEFING 

22nd March 2021

 

TITLE: City Centre Transport Strategy 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
That City Mayor: 
 

1. Notes the updates to the draft City Centre Transport Strategy following public 
consultation 

2. Endorses the final City Centre Transport Strategy for publication, subject to 
approvals from Manchester City Council and Greater Manchester Combined 
Authority 

3. Delegates to officers, in discussion with officers from Manchester City Council 
and Transport for Greater Manchester, any minor final amendments to the 
strategy resulting from feedback during the approvals process 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
This report sets out the work that Transport for Greater Manchester have completed 
with Salford and Manchester City Council’s to finalise the City Centre Transport 
Strategy. Specifically, it sets out the outcome of a public consultation event at the end 
of 2020, the changes to the draft strategy and seeks approval of the final strategy which 
has the following vision: 
 

“Our Vision is for a well-connected zero carbon city centre at the heart of the 
North, offering our residents, employees and visitors a great place to work, live 
and visit”  

 
The report sets out the detailed responses from the consultation process and highlights 
the broad support for the strategy and the policies contained within it. The report also 
includes an updated final City Centre Transport Strategy document for approval which 
will be considered alongside approvals for Manchester City Council and Greater 
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Manchester Combined Authority during March 2021.

 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: 
 
Appendix 1 City Centre Transport Strategy Final Draft 25/02/2021 
 
Appendix 2 Report to Planning and Sustainable Development Lead Member 
09/02/2021 
 

 

KEY DECISION: YES / NO 
 

 

DETAILS: 
 
1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 Work has been undertaken by Salford City Council, Manchester City Council 

and Transport for Greater Manchester (TfGM) to revise the 2010 Transport 
Strategy for Manchester City Centre, in order to support the ongoing growth of 
the city centre, and to respond to changes in the policy context and the current 
environmental context, in particular, the City Region’s goal for Greater 
Manchester to become carbon neutral by 2038.   
 

1.2 The revised strategy is based on significant engagement and consultation. 
Within the framework of the GM 2040 Transport Strategy, it provides a 
framework for key transport policies and interventions for future delivery, in both 
the shorter and longer term, leading up to 2040, covering all modes of transport 
used to travel to, from and around the city centre.  
 

1.3 The final City Centre Transport Strategy (CCTS) to 2040 is included at appendix 
1 to this report for Members’ consideration and endorsement.  

 
2.0 Consultation Process   
 
2.1 The revised CCTS responds to comprehensive engagement with local 

residents, businesses and organisations over the last two years.  Detailed 
feedback was discussed at lead member briefing in February and the report is 
attached at appendix 2 for reference. In summary, this engagement has 
included: 

 

 A conversation on the City Centre Transport Strategy in the autumn of 2018, 
which received 3,700 responses. The engagement exercise was undertaken 
to listen to the views of residents, businesses, workers and others who use the 
city centre, on the emerging proposals and to further define the key principles.    
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 An engagement and co-design exercise with stakeholders on the proposals in 
the revised CCTS through a series of workshops during December 2019 and 
early January 2020. These workshops were attended by 52 individuals and 
representatives of stakeholder groups and organisations.   

 

 A full formal public consultation exercise held between 23 September to 4 
November 2020. This consultation received 2,426 online responses, as well 
as 24 direct email responses.  The responses showed high levels of overall 
support for the proposals within the draft strategy, with some specific points of 
comment and concern which have informed the final version of the strategy.   

 
3.0 Final City Centre Transport Strategy to 2040 
 
3.1 Given the high level of support received from the consultation for the overall 

strategy, the vision for the revised CCTS remains for “a well-connected zero 
carbon city centre at the heart of the North, offering our residents, employees 
and visitors a great place to work, live and visit”.   

 
3.2 Similarly the central aim for 90% of all trips to the city centre to be made by foot 

(including people using wheelchairs and with guide dogs), by cycle or using 
public transport by 2040 in the morning peak remains, as do the seven core 
ambitions, which are:  

   
1. Walking (including people using wheelchairs) is the main way of getting 

around the city centre 
2. The city centre is cleaner and less congested 
3. More people choose to cycle to destinations within the city centre 
4. The city centre benefits from better public transport connections 
5. Parking in the city centre is smarter and integrated with other modes 
6. Goods are moved and delivered sustainably and efficiently into and within 

the city centre 
7. Innovation is embraced where it benefits the city centre and its users. 

 
3.3 Changes made to the final CCTS document to reflect the issues raised during 

the consultation include the following: 
 

 In response to a number of comments that were received about accessibility, 
the strategy has been reviewed to make explicit that accessibility for all and 
an age friendly city centre are key themes and aims of the strategy, and that 
each of the ambitions reflects this. The proposals have also been re-visited 
to ensure that it is clear that the design of any proposals will take into account 
accessibility and inclusion, and that the needs of all groups of users will be 
carefully balanced.   

 Further emphasis has been given to the commitment to retaining appropriate 
levels of parking for disabled people.  

 The need for easily accessible cycle storage facilities has been 
strengthened.  

 Further emphasis is given to street maintenance, cleanliness and safety, and  
small-scale, short term improvements that can be made to footways to 
enhance the walking experience have been highlighted.   
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 Further emphasis has been given to the local benefits of HS2, and the need 
for local rail improvements to be made alongside larger national schemes. 
A statement has been included to highlight the work of the Manchester 
Recovery Task Force.  

 The links to environmental strategies and targets have been made more 
explicit, emphasising the commitment to be a carbon neutral city by 2038.  

 The latest position has also been updated on plans and strategies, such as 
o The draft Clean Air Plan, which has progressed since the strategy 

was drafted. References to exploring an Ultra Low Emission Zone 
have also been reiterated. 

o The city’s and other District’s Local Plans and the development of 
‘Places for Everyone’  

o Powering Recovery: Manchester’s Economic Recovery and 
Investment Plan 

o A refreshed GM Transport Strategy 2040 and new Five Year 
Transport Delivery Plan, which were published in January 2021 

 
3.4 In a number of cases, the views raised in response to the consultation will need 

to be considered in more detail as proposals are further developed. For 
example, concerns were highlighted about some of the bus proposals outlined 
in the city centre.  We are committed to continuing to work with bus operators, 
users and other key stakeholders in the development of the proposed 
interventions and the timings for their implementation.  

 
3.5 Similarly, there were a number of responses which requested an increase in car 

free streets spaces, improvements to public space, and for cars to be removed 
entirely from the city. Improvements to, and increasing, space for pedestrians 
(including people in wheel chairs and with guide dogs) is a key part of the 
strategy.  Further feasibility work will be developed to seek to increase further 
car-free space where appropriate (which could be temporary or at certain 
times).  However, this will need to be done in parallel to improvements with 
public transport and active travel options, to give people a real alternative to 
travelling by car. In developing any options, recognition there will be given to 
the continued need for some people to access the city centre by car, including 
disabled people and people who cannot walk for long distances, and for 
deliveries/access to buildings. Security considerations from the removal of 
traffic to areas will also need to be taken into account.  

 
 
4.0 Conclusion & Next Steps  
 
4.1 The final CCTS, attached at Appendix 1, provides the framework for key 

transport policies and interventions for future delivery, in both the shorter and 
longer term, leading up to 2040, covering all modes of transport used to move 
to, from and around the city centre.    

 
4.2 It is proposed that the final strategy will be published following consideration by 

Manchester City Council Executive on the 17th March 2021 and the Greater 
Manchester Combined Authority on the 26th March 2021. The final CCTS will 
be made available on Transport for Greater Manchester’s website, as well as 
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those of Manchester and Salford Council’s. It will be used to guide transport and 
connectivity improvements to and within the city centre, in line with the Greater 
Manchester 2040 Transport Strategy and supporting strategy documents.  
 

4.3 A joint public launch for the strategy is planned online around the 17th March 
once all three parties have published the final strategy in their papers for 
approval. This work will acknowledge that the approval process will not be 
completed till the end of March and will use social media and communications 
channels to raise awareness of the strategy and ambitions of the CCTS.  
 

4.4 Ongoing engagement on specific proposals will be carried out as they develop, 
including with residents, bus operators and users, businesses, transport forums, 
and other stakeholders. 
 

4.5 Once published the CCTS will support the continuing programme of Growth 
Deal and Mayors Challenge fund projects that are already underway in the City 
Centre to support a growth in walking, cycling and public transport. The 
document will also provide the policy context for further projects as they are 
developed to support our ambitions for the City Centre including, for example, 
at Salford Crescent. 
 

 

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: 
 
The City Centre Transport Strategy will contribute to the Great Eight priorities by 
supporting the sustainable growth of the City Centre and is particularly relevant to 
priority 4 Economic development and priority 6 Transport. 
 

 

EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS: 
Transport can be a barrier to equal access to jobs and the adoption of an inclusive City 
Centre Strategy will support access to and around the City Centre by a wide range of 
transport modes. 

 

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low 

 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: Not Applicable

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: Not Applicable

 

PROCUREMENT IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: Not Applicable 
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HR IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: Not Applicable 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: Chris Smith  
 
The proposals outlined in the strategy to support sustainable transport modes for travel 
to and within the City Centre will help contribute towards Salford’s carbon reduction 
commitments through support for active transport modes and public transport in the 
city centre. Supporting the growth of the regional centre through public transport and 
encouraging travel by active modes will also support Greater Manchester’s Clean Air 
plan and help to address current air quality challenges. 
 

 

OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED: 
 
The draft strategy has been highlighted to key contacts in the Council and our 
partners as part of the public consultation. 
 

 

CONTACT OFFICER: Chris Smith/Shoaib Mohammad  

TEL NO: x 4893 

 

WARDS TO WHICH REPORT RELATES: Ordsall and Irwell Riverside with wider 

relevance across all wards of the city 
 


